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Lansing Community Media Grants Aim to Revive City’s Public Access TV Station

Grant Recipients Awarded Video Production Equipment to Create Diverse Programs with Local Focus

(Lansing, MI) -- The City’s Office of Community Media today announced the winners of a $250,000 grant program aimed at empowering Lansing-area residents to create diverse, community-based content for the City's public access television station.  The grants will be used to provide recipients with high-definition digital video cameras, computer workstations and software, microphones, lighting kits and other related equipment.  The response to the pilot program was enthusiastic, with the City receiving 32 proposals requesting over $600,000 in video equipment.  Thirteen different community groups and individuals will receive new equipment through the grant awards.

"The overwhelming response to this new program only proves what we've known all along: the people of our region are creative, energetic folks with lots of stories to tell. We look forward to sharing these stories with the world," said Dominic Cochran, director of the City's newly created Office of Community Media.

The program has already sparked a certain level of jobs activity, with the East Lansing Food Co-Op's proposal including a new full-time position created to oversee the production of their new food-based programming for the channel.  Other organizations with successful proposals include Impression 5 Science Museum, Capital Area District Library, Potter Park Zoo, and the Community Economic Development Association of Michigan.  After grant recipients create at least one hour of programming every month for 24 months, they will take full ownership of the equipment.
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"The goal of the program is to create a dynamic public access TV station that reflects the great things happening all across the Lansing region," said Randy Hannan, Mayor Bernero’s deputy chief of staff.  “These grants are the first step toward bringing public access television into the digital age and making it something we can all be proud of.”

The grant program is just one aspect of Mayor Bernero's plan to revive public access broadcasting in Lansing.  In partnership with the Information Technology Empowerment Center (ITEC) and Spartan Internet, the City is also planning to construct a state-of-the-art production studio in the former Holmes Street School on Lansing's eastside.  Although traditional tools for media creation will be available, the studio will also house advanced equipment normally absent from public access studios of the past. 

"Our goal is to put professional level tools and training within reach of our residents, which will help train them for successful careers in media as well as high-paying jobs in Michigan's burgeoning film industry," Cochran said.
The Office of Community Media’s capacity-building grant program is funded with restricted PEG revenues derived from Lansing’s franchise agreements with video service providers Comcast, AT&T and Arialink.  PEG revenues are not part of the City’s general fund and can only be used to support Lansing’s public access broadcasting network.
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