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City Launches Community Media Grant Program
$250,000 Grant Aims to Create Local Programs for Public Access Television, Build Digital Media Skills for Future Jobs
(LANSING) – The City of Lansing today announced a new grant program that aims to empower Lansing residents to create community-based programming for the City’s public access television station.  The $250,000 grant program is funded by fees collected from cable providers and will be used to provide qualified individuals and organizations with high-definition digital video cameras, computer workstations and other equipment needed to produce local television programs.  Under federal law, the cable fees can only be used for capital costs related to the City’s network of seven PEG (Public Access, Education, Government) television stations, which includes City TV and local school channels.
Deputy Chief of Staff and Communications Director Randy Hannan said the goal of the program is not just to encourage Lansing residents to create digital media for broadcast on public access television, but also to help citizens of all ages acquire employable skills that can be used in many different occupations.

“So many jobs of the future depend on being familiar with digital technologies and this grant program is a key element in Mayor Bernero’s strategy to create a jobs pipeline that will lead to careers in broadcasting, digital media production, as well as Michigan’s growing film industry,” Hannan said.
Dominic Cochran will oversee the grant program as director of the City’s new Office of Community Media.  Cochran said he is getting extraordinarily positive feedback from community groups and citizens who want to take part in the grant program.  “There are a thousand different stories to be told in this community and we want to empower people to grab a video camera and tell some of those stories,” Cochran said.  “The possibilities for new TV shows are limited only by people’s creativity and imagination, and we’re really looking forward to broadcasting the results on the all-new Lansing public access TV station that we will launch later this year.”

The competitive grant program is open to individual producers and organizations that wish to create new programs for public access television.  The grant program also focuses on lending organizations, such as libraries, where city residents will be able to check out a digital video camera and related equipment to create a new television program.

Grant applications are available online at www.lansingmi.gov/city_hall/city_tv or by calling the City TV office at 483-4058.  Completed applications are due Monday, July 19.

###
