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Ordinancewordingchanged
afterareaCatholicsobjected

! I TOATTEND
LansingStateJournal : . TheLansingCityCouncil

. . d : willmeetat7p.m.MondayLansmg appears pOls~ : onthe10thfloorofCityHall,

to appro."e a con~roversl~ : 124W.MichiganAve.,andis
human ~lghtsordinance a-: expectedto passa
termakingchangestotryto : controversialhumanrights
appease concerns by some, d

.
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Ii . ' or mance.
oc re glous gr01,lps. :

The City Council will : I1'HE.RRQ~OSAL
take up the measure at its: &Thepl'opositlpr6hibits
meeting 7 p.m. Monday at : tliscrin1illation onthebasis
City Hall. : 'ofrace;religion,ancestry,

The ordinance would, : color,sex;age,:height,
among other", thiilgs, pro- : ,weighf;Studenf'status,
hibit harassmentanddis- : marital'stiltust

crimination.b~ea.onracei.,,: -7tC!tilS}'iT1mti~~,"narge
age, height, weight; politi- : status,political,affiliationor
cal affiliati?n ief,..sex:-: beli.l)f.,sexuahorieDtation
ual'Qrje.nta~l~.,..,gender :g~qg~\,;ig ",,' , xpr~sion,
identity.'c';;!> ", : mer\f~lar imitation

City Attomey"Brigham :or.sourceof income.
Smith ~~~1lllder~he ordi- :'i'~ " .,,'.., """,""

~S~:~~t9~iEjr$.t;~enEl- ,:,)1111E%Oil1NGE'
me~t,:a'.refigious.o1ig~- ' .i'. ~heRo~ancafh~,lic'Diocese
zatlOnstill. could res~r:ct :" ,oTLansingprovosedadding
employmentQp'port,pmtl~s : tbe'fdllowing'exemptionto
base~ on.tho~e [astors;m : theordinance;"bUtitnecity
certam sltuation~.FDr m- : has'declined:
stance,theCathohcChurch : " '. . ,; ,,' .

would be within its rights : This?rdlnance.doe~notlimit
not to hire a gaypriest. : then~htofanmdlvldualoran

Some Diocese of Lan- : organlzatl.onofan,yklndto
singleaderswanted exemp- : speak,~nte oras~em~le,act
tions extended to individu- : orrefrainfromactingIn

41jTj~iTltt\S i!t l'iil'tliil1)' rlr.r.orrl;mr.pwithrplininll<
tb
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alleviate the concerns, Smith said.

Compromiselanguage
"It's not as broad as what the

Diocese had propdsed," Smith
s<a4l. "I think they recognized
t \fl~'the'e.o~promise language is
brt~d eno~h to address many
of $-eir, e6ncerns. and that this
la~tuage is probably as good as
itgets~"

Mike Murray, the attorney rep-
resenting the diocese, and Mi-
chael Diebold, spokesman for
the Diocese of Lansing, didn't re-

turn phonet"calls
late last week.

Councilwoman
Kathie Dunbar,
who.spearheaded
the effort to 'pass
the ordin9Jlce,
said it ls'.asolid Dunbar
proposaL, .'

"It's a.pqw,tlve step for the city
of Lansing,':;;>he said.

,pe9JlJipr,p., 54, of East Lan-
sing,sa,id Hi'e ordinance is much
needed.

"There is too much discrimi-.
nation in the world today, and it's
just not necessary," said Ford. "If

the ord~nar:ce.ius~ prevents some On the Web
of the dlscnmlllatlOnthat goes on ,

now, then it will be a success." . Fora copyofthe revisedhumanrights
proposal, go to www.lsj.com.

apposition
Gary Glenn, president of the

Midlandcbased American Fami-
ly Association of Michigan, saip.
his grp~p will attempttopreveiii
theh'llman .rights.proposal JrOIn.
,passing. " '°:

If it is adopted, he said he
would start a petition drive to
overturllthe measure.

About 5 percent ..of the '.city:s
87,39~yr~gistere51voters.~. or,
4,31;0 voters ~,,' .would need "to.

sign the petition for the ordi-
nance to be placed before res-
idents for a vote, citY., officials
said,,' " " ,'.',,;

. The latest:!'roposal",:which
carries a nne 'of J,lp'to' $500, is
similar to one theCity Council
passed in 1996, which carried a
maximum fine of $15,000. Vot-
erslaterrejected that measure.

Contact 'Tom Lambert at
$77clO630r tlambert@lsj.com.


