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proposal
expected
to get OK

Ordinance wording changed
after area Catholics objected

By Tom LAMBERT
Lansing State Journal

Lansing appears poised :.

to approve a controversial
human rights ordinance af-

ter making changestotryto |

appease concerns by some
local religious groups.

 The City Council will
take up the measure at its

City Hall.
The ordinance would,

among other things, pro-

hibit harassment and dis-

crimination based.on race, -
. age, height, weight; politi-
cal affiliation or belief, sex-
ual 'ﬂrientaﬁgn-__@d_;gender :

identity.

City ‘Attorney ‘Brigham |

Smith said under the ordi-
nance and the First Amend-
ment, a religious -organi-

zation still could restrict |

employment opportunities

based on those factors in

certain situations. For in-
stance, the Catholic Church
would be within its rights
not to hire a gay priest.
Some Diocese of Lan-
sing leaders wanted exemp-
tions extended to individu-

af ALt Lo lal

2 meTbES

. | TO ATTEND

i »The Lansing City Council

will meet at 7 p.m. Monday
on the 10th floor of City Hall,
124 W, Michigan Ave., and is
expected to pass a
controversial humanrights
ordinance.

| THE PROPOSAL

i #The proposal prohibits
meeting 7 p.m. Monday at

discrimination on the basis
of race, religion, ancestry,
color, sex, age, height,
-weight, student status,
marital status; familial -
~status, military:discharge
status, political-affiliation or
belief; sexualorientation,
gender identity-or.expression,
mental or physical limitation
_or.source of income.

| THECHANGE

b The Roman Catholic Diocese
of Lansing proposed adding
the following:exemption to
the ordinance, but the city
has declined:

' “This ordinance does not limit

\ theright of an individual or an

organization of any kind to

speak, write or assemble, act
or refrain from acting in
areordance with ralininie






