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Lansing
buildscase
toboardup
DeluxeInn
Hotelknownas

siteofdrugdeals
andprostitution

By TOM LAMBERT

LansingStateJournal

Nearly a dozen arrests in
the past two months have
given Lansing officials the
justification they need to
try to shut down the De-
luxe Inn, a hotel known for
its drug and prostitution
activity.

. During the past six years,
Lansing police have re-
sponded to 1,642 calls at
the troubled hotel, includ-
ing two homicides. That
doesn't include the II ar-
rests - which range from
assault to drug activity -
made since late September.

"Enough is enough," said
City Attorney Brigham
Smith, who has been build-
ing a case for several
months to close the Main

Troubledhotel
Lansing officialsare building
a case under a city ordinance

to shut down the Deluxe Inn,

known for its criminal activity.

Street hotel. "When we is-
sued the first warning last
month, we suspected that
more violations would be a
matter of not if, but when."

A Lansing ordinance
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owner..sayscltyIsnt elngalf
CONTINUEDFROMlA Recentpoliceactivity

at the DeluxeJnn,;Panc~,c~lls to 'DeluxeInn
". ;Thefollowingare'

callsrespondedtoby. 300 -. . - . . ... .
.LansingPoliceatthe
-Deluxe Inn.The

police'responded to 200-
1,642 calls at the
hotel from 2000 to

2006, ranging from ..' 100--
suspicious activity to .
narcotics calls.

states the"City Council can bq(lrd
up a building fOT .",:,.'",

up to a year if
two police inve,s-
tigations within
six months turn
up drugs.ordrug
paraphernalia.

It will be up to

Smith to mak~ his Smith
case to the eIght-
member council, a process the at-
torney said could corne soon.

.Jtfl ."an:ests .
..J. .stnrecerit Crirninaladiv-

'l1¥fGafue1J:ipcl?yattheJ12E.MaiItSt'
.:hotel.G1iyY'P°licemade arrests for
'prostitutioJJ.,drug ,possession <illd

an'outstaniling warrant for an un-
'disclosed misdemeanor charge.

.Pete.Bhakta,theownerofEJe~
luxe,Inn, didn't return calls to his
cell phone .on Friday .or Saturday
seeking comment.

Robert McCarthy, the East Lan-

. Dec.1:Threearrests:onefor
prostitution;onefor an,outstanding
warrantonanundisclosedmis-

demeanorcharge;onefor drug
possession

. Nov.21:Threepeoplearrestedafter
policedrugraid;cocaineandmarijuana
confiscated

. Nov.18: Ongoinginvestigation
involvingrobbery

. Nov.6: Onearrestfor a drugdealin the
hotelparkinglot

. Nov.4: Onearrest for disorderly
conduct

. Oct.7:Onearrestfor assault

. Oct.3: Onearrest for possession of
drugparaphernalia

.. Oct.1:Rapecaseinvestigated

. Sept.9: Onearrest for possession of
drugparaphernalia
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rent a room to?" McCarthy said.
But Smith said .there's no ex-

cusefor the rash cif crime at the
hotel.

'~I(property owners can't keep
fheirproperties safe, this law
will," he said.

'I:;ansing police,Capt. Ray Hall,
commander of the city's North Pre-
cinct, said that when his cops go
undercover .as johns, it's common
for prostitutes to tell the officers to
rneet'fhern at ther>eIuxe Inn.

"Jt'sbeen an ongoing ;public
safety concern be~auseof the
high;:Ievel of drngactivity and

. other vice crimes that are taking
place on the premises," Hall said.

.HalL,said.he was Dleased the
steps to

worse there," he said.
If the property is shut down or

the current owner decides to sell,
there is significant interest in de-
veloping it, city officials said.

Taxincentives
Bob Trezise, the director of

Lansing's Economic Develop-
ment Corp., said the city has put
tax incentives on the table to as-
sist Bhakta.

That package would cover de-
molishing the hotel andprepar-
ing the site for a new building,
Trezise said.

"We aren't interested in the ho-
tel or the renovation of the hotel,
our incentives are targeted toward
new development," Trezise said.

"But if he chooses to sell the
property, we are ready to offer

Source: Lansing Police Department

the same lucrative package to a
new developer. There has been
significant interest in it."

Mayor Virg Bemero said breath-
ing new life into the corner the De-
luxe Inn occupies is a top priority.

"This is the gateway to Reo
Town, and we intend to clean it
up," he said.

Contact Tom Lambert at
377-1063or tlambert@lsj.com.get any


