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Citingcrime,cityalms
to shutdownDeluxeInn
Gityattorneywarnsowner:
Onemorestrike,you'reout
By RACHAEL znSTRA

The Deluxe Inn motel just south of
downtown Lansing may be more than
what people bargain for when looking for
a pleasant night's stay away from home.

The motel, at 112 E. Main, provides
more than just a room - it's a hotbed
for drug-related activity, Lansing City
Attorney Brigham Smith said.

And after 1,600 police calls to the motel
since 2000, Smith wants to shut it down.

Smith's office hand-delivered a letter
of first notice to the motel on Monday to
inform its owner, Pete Bhakta, of the city's
intent.

"Simply put," Smith wrote in the letter,
"this is your official notice that you have
one strike. If you get a second strike within
the next six months, I wil1 pursue a board-
up action against the Deluxe Inn under the
Lansing Code of Ordinances."

According to the letter, if police investi-
gate the motel within six months from the
issuance of the letter, the city of Lansing
may padlock and board up the motel for
up to one year, effectively closing it down.

Whether the second strike comes is now
in the hands of Bhakta.

Bhakta declined to comment when

reached Tuesday. Bhakta's attorney, Robert
McCarthy, said his client has "cooperat-
ed in every way possible with the city of
Lansing."

"We do not think the letter is justified
or has an adequate basis of fact," McCarthy
said. "We don't believe the city is correct in

any determination con-
tained in the letter."

Smith said he
thinks. a carrot-and-

stick approach is the
best way to handle the
motel: Bhakta can take
the carrot and use the

city letter as a tool to
better the motel, or he

can choose the stick, get a second strike
and watch his business evaporate.

"I'd love nothing more to have the car-
rot approach work and see a perfect gate-
way between REO Town and downtown
Lansing," Smith said.

Smith said he is working with others to
persuade Bhakta to sell the motel.
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