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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF 
THE CITY COUNCIL 
CITY OF LANSING 

APRIL 11, 2016 
 
 

 
 
 
City Council Chambers 
Lansing, Michigan 
 
The City Council of the City of Lansing met in regular session and was 
called to order at 7:30 p.m. by President Brown Clarke 
 
PRESENT: Council Members Brown Clarke, Dunbar, Houghton, 

Hussain, Spitzley, Washington, Yorko, Wood 
 
ABSENT: None 
 
The Council observed a moment of Meditation followed by the Pledge 
of Allegiance led by President Brown Clarke 
 
APPROVAL OF PRINTED COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

 
By Vice President Yorko 
 
To approve the printed Council Proceedings of February 29, March 14, 
March 21, and March 28, 2016 
 
Motion Carried 
 

SPECIAL CEREMONIES 
 
1. Tribute; in recognition of National Crime Victim’s Right Week April 

10 to 16, 2016 
 
Council Member Wood spoke in support of the tribute. 
 
Natasha Hall spoke in support of the tribute. 
 
Sherri Pruitt spoke in support of the tribute. 
 
Shawn Pam spoke in support of the tribute. 
 
Chief Assistant Ingham County Prosecuter Lisa McCormick spoke in 
support of the tribute and her role in assisting victims of crime and their 
families. 
 
James McCurtis Jr., manager of the Crime Victim Services 
Commission for the Michigan Department of Community Health, spoke 
in support of the tribute and his role in assisting victims of crime and 
their families. 
 

RESOLUTION #2016-067 
BY COUNCIL MEMBERS BROWN CLARKE, DUNBAR, HOUGHTON, 

HUSSAIN, SPITZLEY, WASHINGTON, WOOD, AND YORKO 
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING 

 
WHEREAS, every April, the Office of Victims of Crime (OVC) helps 
lead communities throughout the country in their annual observances 
of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week (NCVRW) by promoting 
victims’ rights and remembering crime victims and those who advocate 
on their behalf. This year’s NCVRW will be held April 10-16. This 
year’s theme—Serving Victims. Building Trust. Restoring Hope.—
underscores the importance of establishing trust with victims; and 
 

WHEREAS, OVC outreach and responses must evolve to ensure that 
services are culturally relevant and that we collaborate across 
agencies and organizations to lessen the burden on victims. It is critical 
that we are flexible and open to new approaches to reach those most 
in need and to embrace new technologies and partnerships, 
understanding that the most vulnerable communicate, access, and 
receive information in a variety of ways; and 
 
WHEREAS, National Crime Victims’ Rights Week honors and 
celebrates the achievements of the past thirty years in securing rights, 
protections, and services for victims. The bipartisan Victims of Crime 
Act (VOCA), passed by Congress in 1984, created a national fund to 
ease victims’ suffering. Financed by fines and penalties paid by 
offenders, the Crime Victims Fund supports victim assistance and 
services, such as rape crisis and domestic violence programs and 
victim compensation programs that pay victims’ out-of-pocket 
expenses such as counseling, funeral expenses, and lost wages; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Victims of Crime Act has supported efforts for victims 
of once-hidden crimes such as domestic and sexual violence. 
Outreach is increasingly focused on previously underserved victim 
populations, including victims of color, religious and ethnic minorities, 
LGBTQ victims, and immigrant populations to name a few. Efforts are 
being made to ensure that all victims, regardless of their background or 
the crime committed against them, receive the support they deserve. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Lansing City 
Council appreciates the unwavering commitment and tireless 
dedication to victims of crime throughout the Nation and especially in 
the Lansing community. If victims are to trust that the system will work 
for them, we must meet them where they are— physically, culturally, 
and emotionally. By serving victims, building trust, and restoring hope, 
the field can more effectively help victims as they rebuild their lives. 
While crime victims have legally protected rights, many different 
groups face significant barriers not only in accessing the resources 
they need and deserve, but also in reaching out and we must help 
bridge that gap. We must engage the entire community, and maximize 
and leverage existing resources to better serve all victims of crime and 
provide the necessary support through their journey of today and 
tomorrow. 
 
By Council Member Wood 
 
Motion Carried 
 

COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
AND THE CITY CLERK 

 
Council Member Yorko spoke in support of Victim’s Rights Week and 
shared details of the MSU Bicycle Friendly America Conference. 
 
Council Member Washington shared details of the First Contact 
Community Meeting and the Cesar Chavez Celebration. 
 
Council Member Hussain shared details on the Third Ward Contact 
Community meeting. 
 
City Clerk Swope shared details about the upcoming Special Election. 
 
Council Member Dunbar shared concerns about the Council vote on 
the PILOT Sabdoury Project. 
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By Council Member Dunbar to reconsider the vote by which the 
Ordinance for Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT); Saboury Building 
Apartments; 1113 N Washington was not adopted. 
 
Motion failed by the following roll call vote: 
 
Yeas: Dunbar, Houghton, Spitzley, Yorko 
 
Nays: Brown Clarke, Hussain, Washington, Wood 
 

COMMUNITY EVENT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Teresa Lark shared details on the annual Ingham County Recycle 
Rama event. 
 

SPEAKER REGISTRATION FOR 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

 
City Clerk Swope announced that the public comment registration 
form(s) for those intending to address Council on legislative matters 
will be collected and that only those persons who have fully completed 
the form(s) will be permitted to speak. 
 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS 
 
Executive Assistant to Mayor Bernero, Randy Hannan, shared details 
about the Mobile Food Pantry. 
 
Council Member Wood questioned Executive Assistant to Mayor 
Bernero, Randy Hannan, about City response to the residents who 
lived in an apartment with damaged roofs and potholes on Edgewood. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 
 
Legislative Matters included the following public hearings: 
 
1. In consideration of the City’s proposed 2016-2021 Five-Year 

Consolidated Plan and proposed Annual Consolidated Strategy 
and Plan Submission which includes the budget for the use of 
Community Development Block Grant, HOME Program and 
Emergency Solutions Grant Program funds for the Fiscal Year 
ending June 30, 2017. 

 
2.  In consideration of Brownfield Plan #65; Potter Flats 

Redevelopment Project; South Street LLC; 701 E South Street. 
 
3.  In consideration of an Ordinance for Payment in Lieu of Taxes 

(PILOT); Repealing the Existing Abigail Ordinance. 
 
4.  In consideration of Ingham County Drain Commission 

Montgomery Drain Drainage District Easements to include the 
Conservation Easement between the City of Lansing and MDEQ, 
Proposed Drain Easement for Montgomery Drain at Ranney Park 
and the Proposed Drain Easement for Montgomery Drain at Red 
Cedar Park. 

 
Council Member Yorko gave an overview of the public hearings #1 and 
#4. 
 
Council Member Washington gave an overview of the public hearings 
#2 and #3. 
 
• Public Comment on Legislative Matters: 
 
Teresa Lark spoke in support of the Proposed Drain Easement for 
Montgomery Drain at Ranney Park and the Proposed Drain Easement 
for Montgomery Drain at Red Cedar Park. 

 
Kathy Miles spoke in support of Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) 
incentives. 
 
Dave Van Haaren spoke in support of Brownfield Plan #65 (Potter 
Flats Redevelopment Project, South Street LLC, 701 E South Street). 
 
Jennifer Estill spoke in support of the Payment in Lieu of Taxes 
(PILOT) incentives. 
 
Lynne Martinez spoke in support of the Proposed Drain Easement for 
Montgomery Drain at Ranney Park and the Proposed Drain Easement 
for Montgomery Drain at Red Cedar Park. 
 
Harold King spoke in regards to the Proposed Drain Easement for 
Montgomery Drain at Ranney Park and the Proposed Drain Easement 
for Montgomery Drain at Red Cedar Park. 
 
Dwight Washington spoke about the Red Cedar Park development, 
and applauded the solicitation of public input by the City in regards to 
the matter.  
 
Kathy Raphone spoke against Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) 
incentives. 
 
City Clerk Swope shared a letter by Joan Nelson in support of the 
Proposed Drain Easement for Montgomery Drain at Ranney Park and 
the Proposed Drain Easement for Montgomery Drain at Red Cedar 
Park. 
 

LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 
 

REFERRAL OF PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
1. In consideration of the City’s proposed 2016-2021 Five-Year 

Consolidated Plan and proposed Annual Consolidated Strategy 
and Plan Submission which includes the budget for the use of 
Community Development Block Grant, HOME Program and 
Emergency Solutions Grant Program funds for the Fiscal Year 
ending June 30, 2017. 

REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 
2.  In consideration of Brownfield Plan #65; Potter Flats 

Redevelopment Project; South Street LLC; 701 E South Street. 
REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON DEVELOPMENT AND 
PLANNING 
 
3.  In consideration of an Ordinance for Payment in Lieu of Taxes 

(PILOT); Repealing the Existing Abigail Ordinance. 
REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON DEVELOPMENT AND 
PLANNING 
 
4.  In consideration of Ingham County Drain Commission 

Montgomery Drain Drainage District Easements to include the 
Conservation Easement between the City of Lansing and MDEQ, 
Proposed Drain Easement for Montgomery Drain at Ranney Park 
and the Proposed Drain Easement for Montgomery Drain at Red 
Cedar Park. 

REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COMMITTEE 
ON DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 

RESOLUTION #2016-068 
BY THE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING 
 
WHEREAS, the Lansing City Charter Section 3-404.1 requires an 
independent audit of all accounts of the City government, including the 
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Board of Water and Light (BWL), at the close of each fiscal year, and 
all such audits shall be made by a Certified Public Accountant 
designated by the City Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, BWL staff engaged in its normal public procurement 
process for the purpose of soliciting and evaluating proposals from a 
variety of independent public accounting firms that have municipal 
utility audit experience to perform an audit of the BWL as required by 
Lansing City Charter, Section 3-404 for fiscal years ending June 30 on 
the following respective years: 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020; and 
 
WHEREAS, based on public procurement evaluation of the proposals 
received, the BWL staff recommends the firm of Baker Tilly to perform 
these BWL audits; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners support BWL staff’s 
recommendations; and recommends that Lansing City Council approve 
and designate Baker Tilly to perform the annual financial audit for each 
of the fiscal years ending June 30 on the following respective years: 
2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020 in accordance with Lansing City 
Charter Section 3-404.1. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Lansing City Council, 
hereby supports the BWL Board of Commissioners recommendations 
to designate Baker Tilly to perform the annual financial audit for each 
of the fiscal years ending June 30 on the following respective years: 
2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020 in accordance with Lansing City 
Charter Section 3-404.1 
 
By Council Member Wood 

Motion Carried 

RESOLUTION #2016-069 
BY THE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING APPLICATION TO MICHIGAN 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION FOR LOCAL BRIDGE PROGRAM FUNDING 
 
WHEREAS the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) is 
currently soliciting applications for candidate projects for the Local 
Bridge Program to be funded in the 2019 fiscal year; and 
 
WHEREAS May 1, 2016 is the anticipated deadline for submitting the 
applications; and 
 
WHEREAS up to five funding applications for bridge projects can be 
submitted in accordance with the MDOT Call for Projects; and 
 
WHEREAS the City of Lansing, Public Service Department, intends to 
submit Local Bridge Program funding applications to MDOT for the 
following four projects listed in the order of priority and funding 
category: 
Priority  Project  Funding Category 
1. Aurelius Road over Pawlowski Creek Replacement 
2. Aurelius Road over GTW RR Replacement 
3. E Elm Street over Red Cedar River Replacement 
4. S. Washington Avenue over Grand River  Preventative Maintenance 
5. N Grand River Avenue over Grand River Rehabilitation 
 
WHEREAS, if successful, the City would receive state or federal 
funding to finance 95% of construction cost, and the City would fund 
5% of the construction and 100% of the engineering costs for any 
bridge project selected; and 
 
WHEREAS the estimated construction cost of the above listed projects 

and City's share of construction and engineering costs are tabulated 
below; and 
 

# Project Estimated 
Construction Co
st 

Match 5% Engineering 25% City’s Share 
TOTAL 

 

1 

S 
Washington 

at Grand 
River 

 
 

$334,000.00 

 
 
$16,700.00 

 
 
$83,500.00 

 
 
$100,200.00 

 

2 

N Grand 
River Ave 

over Grand 
River 

 
 

$1,506,000.00 

 
 
$75,300.00 

 
 
$376,500.00 

 
 
$451,800.00 

 

3 

E Elm St 
over Red 

Cedar 
River 

 
 

$2,317,000.00 
 

 
 
$115,850.00 

 
 
$579,250.00 

 
 
$695,100.00 

 

4 

Aurelius Rd 
over 

Pawlowski 
Creek 

 
 
$1,186,000.00 

 
 
$59,300.00 

 
 
$296,500.00 

 
 
$355,800.00 

 

5 

Aurelius 
Road over 
GTW RR 

 
 
$2,673,000.00 

 
 
$133,650.00 

 
 
$668,250.00 

 
 

$801,900.00 

 

WHEREAS, any one or any combination of the above five projects 
could be approved for 2019 funding; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Lansing City Council 
approves the submittal of the FY 2019 funding applications for the 
MDOT's Local Bridge Program as listed in the priority above. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon grant award, the Mayor is 
authorized through the Public Service Director to appropriate 
administratively the necessary accounts for the Local Bridge Program 
funding and City costs associated with any bridge project selected will 
be budgeted in ACT 51 funds. 
 
By Council Member Wood 
 
Motion Carried 
 
SPEAKER REGISTRATION FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

ON CITY GOVERNMENT RELATED MATTERS 
 
City Clerk Swope announced that the public comment registration 
form(s) for those intending to address Council on City government 
matters will be collected and that only those persons who have fully 
completed the form(s) will be permitted to speak. 
 

REPORTS FROM CITY OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND 
COMMISSIONS; COMMUNICATIONS AND 

PETITIONS; AND OTHER CITY RELATED MATTERS 
 
By Vice President Yorko that all items be considered as being read in 
full and that President Brown Clarke make the appropriate referrals 
 
Motion Carried 
 
• Reports from City Officers, Boards and Commissions: 
 
1. Letter(s) from the City Clerk re: 
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a. Minutes of Boards, Commissions, and Authorities placed on 
file in the Clerk’s Office 

PLACED ON FILE 
 
b. Public Display of Fireworks License; Wolverine Fireworks for 

the City of Lansing Independence Day Celebration 
REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON GENERAL SERVICES 

 
c. Request for Recognition of Non-Profit Status for Phi Beta 

Sigma Fraternity Epsilon Tau Sigma Chapter Education 
Fund, Inc. 

REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON GENERAL SERVICES 
 

2. Letter(s) from the Mayor re: 

a. Act-3-2016; Sale of Willoughby Park, Placement on August 
2, 2016 Ballot 

REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

b. SLU-1-2016; 2101 E. Mt. Hope Avenue, Wireless 
Communication Tower in the “A” Residential District, within 
the 100 year floodplain 

REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON DEVELOPMENT AND 
PLANNING 
 

c. Z-2-2016; Vacant Property West of 3000 Dunckel Road, 
Rezoning from “CUP” Community Unit Plan to “F” 
Commercial District 

REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON DEVELOPMENT AND 
PLANNING 
 

d. Z-3-2016; Lake Trust Site, Rezoning from “D-1” Professional 
Office and “F” & “F-1” Commercial Districts to “G-1” 
Business District 

REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON DEVELOPMENT AND 
PLANNING 
 

e. Z-4-2015; South Edge Development, Rezoning from “DM-4” 
Residential, “F-1” Commercial & “D-1” Professional Office 
District to “G-1” Business District 

REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON DEVELOPMENT AND 
PLANNING 
 

f. Defined Contribution Plan Restatement 
REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON WAYS 
 

g. Worker’s Compensation Redemption (Settlement) Claim # 
WC2062876-00610 

REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
 

h. Worker’s Compensation Redemption (Settlement) Claim # 
WC2062876-00735 

REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 
 
• Communications and Petitions, and Other City Related Matters: 
 
1. Claim Appeal; Claim # 1201, Kinna Khan for trash removal fee at 

1118 Dakin Ave. 
REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON GENERAL SERVICES 
 
2. Notices from the Michigan Liquor Control Commission regarding 

Request ID#: 843266; Transfer ownership and location of Class C 
& SDM License, Lansing Beer Exchange, LLC, 234 S Washington 
Square – 2nd Floor 

REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE ON GENERAL SERVICES 
 
3. Letter from William E. Hamilton of Alaiedon Township urging the 

City to reject the Board of Water & Light’s proposal to build a 
substation at Scott Park 

REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

 
REMARKS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 
Council Member Wood requested Council President Brown Clarke to 
change the referral of Montgomery Drain. 
 
Council President Brown Clarke revised the referral of Ingham County 
Drain Commission Montgomery Drain Drainage District Easements to 
include the Conservation Easement between the City of Lansing and 
MDEQ, Proposed Drain Easement for Montgomery Drain at Ranney 
Park and the Proposed Drain Easement for Montgomery Drain at Red 
Cedar Park to The Committee of Development and Planning. 
 
Council President Brown Clarke spoke in regards to Mayor Bernero’s 
press conference on the Saboury (PILOT) project. 
 
Council Member Washington spoke in regards to Mayor Bernero’s 
press conference on the Saboury (PILOT) project. 
 
Council Member Yorko spoke in regards to the Mayor Bernero’s press 
conference on the Saboury (PILOT) project. 
 
Council Member Spitzley spoke in regards to Mayor Bernero’s press 
conference on the Saboury (PILOT) project. 
 
Council Member Hussain spoke in regards to Mayor Bernero’s press 
conference on the Saboury (PILOT) project. 
 
Council Member Wood spoke in regards to Mayor Bernero’s press 
conference on the Saboury (PILOT) project. 
 
Council President Brown Clarke commended the Council’s integrity 
with regards to its handling of the Mayor’s allegations. 
 

REMARKS BY THE MAYOR 
OR EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 

 
Executive Assistant to Mayor Bernero, Randy Hannan, shared that the 
Mayor Office disagrees with statements made by Council Members in 
regards to Mayor Bernero’s press conference on the Saboury (PILOT) 
project. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON 
CITY GOVERNMENT RELATED MATTERS 

 
David Odom Jr. voiced his concern regarding vacant jobs in the City of 
Lansing and suggested that the City fill those jobs with qualified City 
residents. 
 
Mark Mello requested verification of the Brownfield #60 cleanup. 
 
Millard (Art) Hasbrook spoke about various city matters including 
Lansing Friends.com. 
 
Sharon Burton spoke about concerns regarding the Scotts Parks 
Sunken Garden. 
 
Harold King spoke about various City matters. 
 
 
ADJOURNED TIME 9:41 P.M. 
 
 
 
CHRIS SWOPE, CITY CLERK 

 


