
                                         
AGENDA 

Committee on Public Services  
Friday, May 20, 2016 @ 3:30 p.m.  

or immediately following the Special Council Meeting 
City Council Conference Room, 10th Floor 

Updated 5/19/2016 a.m. 

 
Councilmember Kathie Dunbar, Chair  
Councilmember Patricia Spitzley, Vice Chair  
Councilmember Adam Hussain, Member  
 

1) Call to Order 
 

2) Minutes  

 April 15, 2016 
 

3) Public Comment on Agenda Items 
 

4) Discussion/Action: 
 

A.) RESOLUTION –2015/2016 Special Assessment Roll for Snow & Ice Removal 
 

5) Other 
 

6) Adjourn 





DRAFT MINUTES 

 

  

  

 
MINUTES 

Meeting of Committee on Public Service 
Friday, April 15, 2016 @ 2:30 p.m.  

Tenth Floor Conference Room – Lansing City Hall 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER   
The meeting called to order at 2:39 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Councilmember Kathie Dunbar, Chair 
Councilmember Patricia Spitzley, Vice Chair 
Councilmember Adam Hussain, Member-excused 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Yolanda Bennett, Assistant City Attorney 
Bret Taylor, Public Service 
 
MINUTES 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER SPITZLEY TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF MARCH 18, 
2016 ON FILE.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
Discussion/Action: 
Mr. Taylor outlined the process that is performed by the Department for regulating and 
enforcing the shoveling of snow off the sidewalks.  This includes a notice that is sent to the 
media prior to the season reminding them of the requirement.  Council Member Spitzley asked 
who determines if the sidewalks are “as safe as possible”.  Mr. Taylor confirmed the inspectors 
make that determination.  Council Member Dunbar added they also consider if there is ice on 
the walk and enforce the removal of that. 
 
Council Member Spitzley asked Mr. Taylor if it is legal to pump water from your sump pump to 
the street, and Mr. Taylor answered no and asked Council Member Spitzley to forward the 
address and they can investigate. 
 
Mr. Taylor went on to detail the process of inspections which usually start with a complaint and 
on their way to the complaint the inspectors also inspect into the neighborhood and on the way 
out of the neighborhood.   They are instructed not to target residents or neighbors.  During a 
large snow event they also do major streets and tag businesses.  Residential areas area done 
with complaints unless near a bus stop or school area. 
 



DRAFT MINUTES 

 

  

Council Member Spitzley discussed an area at MLK/Furley near Pro Bowl where the owner 
has complained he shovels then the street plows push the snow back in.  Council Member 
Dunbar offered the suggestion that the owner register on NIXEL and he can track when the 
street will be plowed and he can shovel after that. 
 
Mr. Taylor continued with the steps that are performed by the inspection which starts 24 hours 
after the snow event before they even take a complaint, then they investigate the complaints.  
A notice is posted (lime green) with packaging tape.  Once the notice is posted they have an 
additional 24 hours, so a total of 48 hours.  Council Member Dunbar added that with the time 
frame and inspections, and then hiring a contractor to clear, there could be up to 5 days.   
 
Council Member Spitzley asked for the reason behind the difference in fees.  Mr. Taylor broke 
down the fees at $79 for admin fees and $70 for 20 minutes of clearing.   
 
Council Member Dunbar then went thru the process for setting the public hearing, that the 
residents must be present at the public hearing and or submit in writing their appeal, then it 
comes back to the Committee for the appeal process and determination. Public Service will 
provide photos of the before/after, and address of house. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER SPITZLEY TO SET THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE 
2015/2016 SPECIAL ASSESSMENT ROLL FOR SNOW AND ICE REMOVAL FOR May 9, 
2016.  MOTION 2-0. 
 
Mr. Taylor confirmed the roll had been revised from its original referral and is now 172 
properties at $27,868.00.  Council Member Spitzley asked where the funds go when collected 
and if the residents can just pay the fine instead of having it appear on the roll.  Mr. Taylor 
confirmed the funds go to cover the cost of the program, and that he was not sure about 
payment ahead of time but would ask Mr. Kaschinske. 
 
The Committee and Mr. Taylor went on to talk about and area of sidewalks near East Mt. 
Hope that appear low. In addition to a discussion on the number of properties in Colonial 
Village that are on the list.  Mr. Taylor confirmed that the office receives an email list from a 
resident in Colonial Village filing complaints on the properties in that neighborhood, therefore it 
appears that no one in the neighborhood is shoveling. 
 
OTHER 
 
ADJOURN   
The meeting was adjourned at 3:08 p.m. 
Submitted by, Sherrie Boak,  
Recording Secretary 
Lansing City Council 
Approved:_____________________ 
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	1121 N MLK Jr. BLVD.33010108407271
	526 W Maple 33010109304061
	Center Street  33010109476051
	E Grand River   33010110158051
	1600 Chester  33010111202181
	1525 W Saginaw   33010117127161
	511 N Martin Luther King  33010117205171
	723 W Saginaw  33010117227231
	1026 W Shiawassee  33010117231071
	3301 S Pennsylvania  33010127359015
	2200 S Cedar 33010128205162
	2419 Wellington  33010129155081
	 1701 Loraine  33010129177311
	1312 Rundle  33010129255081
	4732 Pleasant Grove  33010131479291
	Vacnat Pleasant Grove  33010132351161
	3700 S Cedar  33010133252191
	5528 S MLK  33010505126101
	6081 S MLK  33010505356002
	6071 S MLK  33010505356192
	6031 S MLK  33010505356162
	1016 W Mt Hope  33010120486101
	Returned Notices



