
                                     
AGENDA  

Committee on General Services 
January 20, 2016 @ 9:30 a.m. 

City Council Conference Room, City Hall 10th Floor 
AMENDED 1/19/2016 A.M. 

 
Councilmember Tina Houghton, Chair 
Councilmember Carol Wood, Vice Chair 
Councilmember Patricia Spitzley, Member 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Approval of Minutes: 
 

 December 8, 2015 
 

3. Public Comment on Agenda Items 
 

4. Discussion/Action: 
A.) RESOLUTION – Community Funding Request; Lansing for Cesar Chavez 
B.) RESOLUTION – Claim Appeal; Claim #1194; 1812 Herbert Street 
C.) RESOLUTION – Set Public Hearing; Noise Waiver; 1-96 Bridges 

Between Cedar & Aurelius 
D.) RESOLUTION – Set Public Hearing; Noise Waiver; US-127 Sound Wall 

 
5. Place on File 

A.) Transfer of Ownership Escrowed 2015 Class C from Pro-Bowl with license to 
remain in escrow by REO Entertainment Group LLC; 2122 N Martin Luther 
King Jr. Blvd. 

B.) Application for SDM License; Decker-Prescott Enterprises, LLC; 1629 E 
Michigan 

C.) Application for Transfer of Ownership of SDM License; THJ Inc., 916 E Grand 
River 

 
6. Other 

 
A.) Changes to Council Rules 

 
7. Adjourn 





 
MINUTES 

Committee on General Services 
Wednesday, January 20, 2016 @ 9:30 a.m. 

10th Floor Conference Room, City Hall 
 
CALL TO ORDER   
The meeting called to order at 9:31 a.m. by Councilmember Wood 
 
ROLL CALL 
Councilmember Tina Houghton, Chair – arrived at 9:33 a.m. 
Councilmember Carol Wood, Vice Chair 
Councilmember Patricia Spitzley, Member 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Courtney Vincent, Council Staff 
Mark Dotson, Deputy City Attorney 
Jim DeLine, Council Internal Auditor 
Scott Sanford, Code Compliance 
Andy Kilpatrick, Engineering 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Councilmember Wood passed the gavel to Councilmember Spitzley.  
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM DECEMBER 8, 
2015 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
Councilmember Spitzley passed the gavel back to Councilmember Wood. 
 
Public Comment on Agenda Items 
No public comment. 
 
Councilmember Wood amended the agenda to address the resolutions for the noise waivers 
first.  
 
Discussion/Action: 
RESOLUTION – Set Public Hearing; Noise Waiver; I-96 Bridges between Cedar and 
Aurelius 
 
Councilmember Houghton arrived at 9:33am 
 



Councilmember Wood passed the gavel to Councilmember Houghton. 
 
Mr. Kilpatrick stated that the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) was requesting a 
noise waiver for bridge work on I-96 that would affect two properties on Aurelius Road within the 
300 feet of the project.   MDOT anticipated that the work could take up to eight nights between 
April and August.  The work would consist of demolition and placement of concrete.  The 
majority of the bridge work would be preventative maintenance. 
 
Councilmember Spitzley asked for clarification on the locations of the homes, and Mr. Kilpatrick 
noted one was north of I-96 and one was west of Aurelius.  Councilmember Houghton asked if 
the owners of those two properties had been contacted. Mr. Kilpatrick stated that they will 
receive notification after the public hearing date has been set.  Councilmember Spitzley asked if 
they would also receive special notification.  Mr. Kilpatrick clarified only those two properties 
would receive notice since they are the only two properties affected.  It was asked that the 
postcards be colored paper for easy visibility. 
 
MDOT had not provided a detailed schedule to date, but they were hoping to have the schedule 
and more information on the impacts of the project by the date of the public hearing. 
MDOT is working on the bridge at Sycamore Creek and at Cedar Street, but this particular 
project is the one affecting residential property.  The project on the Aurelius Bridge would widen 
the bridge, adding bike lanes and sidewalks while the other bridge projects addressed 
maintenance issues. 
 
Councilmember Wood asked when the project was expected to start.  Mr. Kilpatrick was 
informed that MDOT was requesting a construction timeframe from March through November, 
and it was anticipated that the Aurelius Bridge would be out for the majority of the construction 
season. 
 
The Committee reviewed the calendar for the public hearing date, and it was confirmed it would 
be February 29, 2016. 
 
Councilmember Houghton asked Mr. Watson what the detours would be for the project, and it 
was anticipated that the detour would be Miller Road, Cedar Street, and Willoughby Road for 
the Aurelius bridge project. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION SETTING THE 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE NOISE WAIVER FOR THE I-96 BRIDGE BETWEEN CEDAR 
AND AURELIUS FOR FEBRUARY 29, 2016.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
RESOLUTION – Set Public Hearing; Noise Waiver; US-127 Sound Wall 
Mr. Kilpatrick stated that MDOT was requesting a noise waiver for construction of a sound wall 
on the east side of US-127 north of Grand River Avenue.  He outlined the affected residential 
area, noting there were Lansing Township properties on the west side and about 50 properties 
on the east side The project would start in early March beginning with tree removal.  He added 
that MDOT did not anticipate the need for any work to be completed outside of normal hours 
during the project.  MDOT has had a pre-construction meeting with the contractor; however, a 
schedule for the project has not been completed. The potential noise related work would be 
drilling the shafts for the columns with some prep-work occurring on nights and weekends. 
MDOT did not anticipate a lot of that type of work and simply wanted the waiver in case it was 
necessary. 
 



Councilmember Houghton asked who would be responsible for paying for this project, and Mr. 
Kilpatrick informed the Committee that the majority was federally funded and that the City of 
Lansing’s portion would be between $20,000 and $30,000. It was unknown what East Lansing 
was responsible for. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION SETTING THE 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE NOISE WAIVER FOR THE US-127 SOUND WALL FOR 
FEBRUARY 29, 2016.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Councilmember Wood offered to provide Mr. Kilpatrick with neighborhood information for 
notifications. 
 
RESOLUTION – Claim Appeal; Claim # 1194; 1812 Herbert Street 
Mr. Sanford detailed the appeal, noting the property was cited on August 19, 2015, compliance 
due date of August 26, 2015, and a Code Compliance inspection was performed on August 27, 
2015.  The trash contractor removed the trash on September 1, 2015.  It was also noted that 
this was the second trash violation for the property in 2015 and there was one also in 2014.  
Lastly Mr. Sanford confirmed the notices were sent to both the occupant and the tax payer on 
record. Code Compliance recommends denial. 
 
Mr. Decline, speaking on behalf of the Claims Review Committee, informed the Committee the 
claim was denied by the Claims Review Committee. 
 
Ms. Abboodi, as translator for the owner, stated they had been picking up the trash but had to 
cease due to health issues, and that was when they receive the violation notification.   The 
owner submitted an updated doctor’s letter. 
 
Councilmember Wood asked if the claimants had contacted Code Compliance at any point 
regarding their situation.  It was confirmed they had not. Mr. Sanford stated that the claimants 
had requested an extension for the 2014 violation. 
 
Councilmember Spitzley asked for clarification on what type of trash was on the property and 
where the trash had been located. Mr. Sanford clarified that the trash, which was located in the 
rear yard, was debris such as metal products, trash, old furniture, a bicycle, cardboard, and an 
old bed. 
 
Councilmember Houghton asked the claimants why they did not ask for an extension with their 
second violation as they had done for their first. The applicant stated that the violation notice 
had come in the mail the same day the owner became sick 
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO DENY CLAIM #1193 AT 1812 HERBERT IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $812.00 DUE TO THE FACT THERE WAS PROPER NOTICE GIVEN, NO 
EXTENSION WAS REQUESTED, AND THE CONTRACTOR WAS HIRED AND DID 
PERFORM THE CLEAN UP. 
 
The claimants can contact the City Treasurer’s Office to coordinate a payment plan for the 
charges. 
 
Councilmember Spitzley asked if the Committee had a policy regarding assisting claimants 
facing a hardship. Councilmember Wood stated that there was none.  Mr. Sanford added that 



residents will be provided with contact information for assistance through non-profit 
organizations if they contact the office. 
 
Councilmember Houghton noted the fees charged to the claimant included an administrative fee 
of $265.  It was the recommendation of Mr. Sanford that the administrative fee be waived. 
 
COUNCILMEMBER WOOD AMENDED HER MOTION TO WAIVE THE $265 ADMINITRATIVE 
FEE, BRINGING THE NEW AMOUNT DUE TO $547 ON THE DENIED CLAIM. 
 
Councilmember Wood noted that the claimants would receive a statement in the mail with the 
amount due and that the claimants could make arrangements with the City Treasurer’s Office 
regarding payment.  It will not be placed on the tax roll until July 1, 2016. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO WAIVE THE ADMINISTRATIVE FEE OF $265 
AND DENY THE CLAIM FOR THE REMAINING AMOUNT OF $547. MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Mr. Dotson asked how often the Committee on General Services saw claim appeal requests 
and what the standard was for the Committee’s authority on the appeals. 
 
Councilmember Houghton outlined the process and what options the Committee has to make 
any decision but to be fair to all and not set precedence. 
 
Mr. Dotson asked if those in violation were notified regarding what relief could be provided.  Mr. 
Sanford replied that all violation notices direct the property owners to contact Code Compliance 
if they need assistance or an extension, noting that this was in compliance with the ruling of the 
6th Circuit Court. 
 
Councilmember Spitzley asked if it would be possible to include information for assistance when 
bringing their property into compliance and Mr. Sanford confirmed the owner can contact the 
Code Compliance for that information. 
 
RESOLUTION – Community Funding Request; Lansing for Cesar Chavez 
Councilmember Wood informed the Committee that there is a budget line item specifically for 
Cesar Chavez, even though they submitted a Community Funding application.  Therefore this 
would not require any action by the Committee. 
 
The budget line item allows for $1,000 even thought they had requested $500.  Councilmember 
Wood recommended the total $1,000.  
 
MOTION BY COUNCILMEMBER WOOD TO PLACE THE COMMUNITY FUNDING REQUEST 
FOR LANSING FOR CESAR CHAVEZ ON FILE.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0 
 
Place on File 
Councilmember Wood recapped for the new Committee members what the City Clerk had 
updated the Committee on in 2015 regarding the transfer of liquor licenses.  This was that the 
State did not need local approval for a transfer, but then the State amended that to say if the 
City had an ordinance, they City could provide approvals or denial.  The Clerk was supposed to 
provide all transfers with applications, and once they went through the process of department 
sign-off, they would then be sent to the Committee on General Services for approval or denial.  
Council Staff was asked to invite the City Clerk to the next meeting to provide an overview of the 



process to the new members.  The three items as listed below will remain on the February 
agenda. 
 
Transfer of Ownership Escrowed 2015 Class C from Pro-Bowl with license to remain in escrow 
by REO Entertainment Group LLC; 2122 N Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 
 
Application for SDM License; Decker-Prescott Enterprises, LLC; 1629 E Michigan. 
 
Application for Transfer of Ownership of SDM License; THJ Inc., 916 E Grand River 
 
Other 
Changes to Council Rules 
Councilmember Wood updated the Committee that the City Attorney had asked that the 
legislative mailing rules be removed until her further review during the last time the Committee 
had discussed the council rules.  The Committee was waiting on that interpretation. Mr. Dodson 
was not prepared to discuss the proposed changes to the council rules at this time.  
Councilmember Wood added that the topic of legislative mailing was brought up due to what 
appeared to be mailing conflicts during the last election where mailings were directly sent to 
absentee voters.  It is not the interest of any Councilmembers that tax payers dollars should be 
spent that way. 
 
The consensus of the Committee was to remove the topic from the agenda until notification from 
the City Attorney office that they have findings and interpretation to present. 
 
 
Adjourned at 10:25 a.m. 
Submitted by Council Staff  
Lansing City Council 
Approved by the Committee on February 17, 2016 



 
MINUTES 

Committee on General Services 
Tuesday, December 8, 2015 @ 3:30 p.m. 
10th Floor Conference Room, City Hall 

 
CALL TO ORDER   
The meeting called to order at 3:47 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Councilmember Jessica Yorko, Chair 
Councilmember Carol Wood, Vice Chair-excused 
Councilmember Jody Washington, Member 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Yolanda Bennett, Assistant City Attorney 
Janene McIntyre, City Attorney- arrived at 3:56 p.m. 

Ruth Ketchum 
Ali Mashhaduni 
Victor Lau 
Amanda Johnson 
Robin Menefee 
Laurie Dahe 
Chris Swope, City Clerk 
Brian Jackson, Deputy City Clerk 
 
Approval of Minutes 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WASHINGTON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM 
OCTOBER 6, 2015 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WASHINGTON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM 
NOVEMBER 9, 2015 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WASHINGTON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM 
NOVEMBER 19, 2015 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 

 
Public Comment on Agenda Items 
No public comment. 
 
 



Discussion/Action: 
RESOLUTION – Polling Location Changes 
Mr. Swope distributed maps of the proposed redistricting and highlight the changes that were 
also addressed at six (6) community meetings.  
In Ward 1, there will be a new precinct created 1-45, and precinct 1-6 moved location with the 
best interest of all.  Council Member Washington asked if there were other options considered in 
the discussions with the residents, and Mr. Swope confirmed and stated they have people who 
will be collecting absentee ballots to increase absentee voting.   The options will also now be 
included on voter ID cards.  Ward 2 has a moved for precinct 16 from Forest View to Parker 
Baptist Church, Ward 3 precinct 29 will move to Tabernacle of David, and the other changes to 
26, 27, and 28 do not require approval.   A new precinct was created in Ward 4 due high turn 
out, so precinct 44 will now be located at St. Casimir Church.  It was confirmed that a discussion 
has already been held with Council Member Dunbar because of her office location at this site, 
and during any election where her name is on the ballot she will not work. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WASHINGTON TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION FOR 
THE PRECINCT LINE CHANGES AND POLLING LOCATIONS.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
Council Member Yorko asked that the Clerk’s office provide handouts Ward specific that update 
and educate the voters. 
  
RESOLUTION – Claim Appeal; Claim # 1169; 923 N Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. Member 
Yorko noted that the applicants were notified and responded to Council Staff they live out of 
State and could not attend.  The claim was read as $157.50 for tag monitoring fees.  Mr. 
Sanford noted he too had spoken to the owners informing them the fees and assessments go 
with the property, and the official name change occurred in February 2015.  Mr. Sanford asked 
the Committee to deny the claim. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WASHINGTON TO DENY CLAIM #1169 AT 923 N. MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR. BLVD., IN THE AMOUNT OF $157.50.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
RESOLUTION – Claim Appeal; Claim # 1166; 927 R G. Curtiss Avenue 
Council Member Yorko cited the claim was based on work from a fire on the property, and clean 
up by a contractor. 
 
Mr. Sanford noted the claim was denied at the Claim Review Committee, the violation date was 
April 8, 2013 and the invoice date was May 30, 2013. Ms. Ketchum informed the Committee the 
fire was July 4, 2012 and they have not received mail there since.  They continue to address 
mail issues with the post office.  Mr. Sanford clarified that the address was 927, but when it was 
rebuilt it was changed to 933.  He also recommended denial and the owner should address with 
their insurance company.  Ms. Bennett also suggested this was a civil issue between Ms. 
Ketchum and her contractor.  Ms. Ketchum appealed that the items removed were not all debris, 
but fencing and decking and drift wood they were saving for when the house was rebuilt.  
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WASHINGTON TO AMEND THE CLAIM GRANTING $200 
AND DENYING OR $1,278.00.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
Council Member Yorko suggested Ms. Ketchum address the claim with the contractor. 
 
 
 



RESOLUTION – Claim Appeal; Claim #1175; 331 N Foster Avenue 
Council Member Yorko cited the claim for $330 for tall grass.  Council Staff noted that Mr. 
Hoskins could attend the earlier meeting, and when it was rescheduled was going to try to make 
it.  No claimant in attendance.  Mr. Sanford recommended denial noting there were no requests 
for extensions, and the photos show the grass was well over 8”.  Ms. Bennett updated the 
Committee on the Claim Review Committee results. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WASHINGTON TO DENY CLAIM #1175 FOR $330.  
MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
RESOLUTION – Claim Appeal; Claim #1196;  318 Isbell Street 
The claimants informed the Committee that the items were placed outside by their tenants who 
were evicted.  They received orders from the judge in a pending court case that they, as 
owners, could not go to the property until the court case was settled.  Mr. Sanford pointed to the 
51 photos of evidence of the extreme violation.  Council Member Yorko reminded the claimants 
that their case is similar to the earlier case where Code has to uphold the City code, and if there 
is a cost to the owner they will need to address with the tenant to collect the funds for the fines.  
The owners stated since they could not go to the property they did not know about the trash 
until the bill for the trash clean up arrived.  Council Member Yorko cited for the owners the dates 
from August 24 to September 22 when the notice was sent and a bill created, allowing them 
time to be aware.  The owner is responsible for outside of premise, this was clearly out of 
control. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WASHINGTON TO DENY CLAIM #1196 FOR 318 ISBELL.  
MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
Council Member Yorko stated that Council will see the resolution on December 14th and if the 
claimant wishes their next steps would be an appeal in circuit court. 
 
Other 
Community Funding Request 
Native American Arts and Craft Council 
Mr. Menefee stated the request, noting the date of the event was incorrect and it will be June 3rd 
– June 5th, 2016.  The event this year will also work in conjunction with the Lansing School 
District.  This year there will also be new fees they have not had to pay for in the past which is 
water and electric.   
 
Council Member Yorko reviewed the City facility fees noting the amount of $650.00 and the 
applicant can apply for additional funding closer to the event. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WASHINGTON TO APPROVE THE FUNDING REQUEST 
FOR $500.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
RESOLUTION – Changes to City Council Rules 
Ms. McIntyre asked to speak to the Committee before it is reported to the Council.  Looking at 
the history of the rules, law and any other opinions related to this issue, she could not see the 
Council ability to establish any rules that would intrafirm with the ability or rights of each Council 
member as a situation creating a whole of the body.  One issue with the proposed leadership 
changes is that all elected officials are on par with one another.  The rights only come from 
Charter and the body as a whole can provide.  No one can circumvent or place limits or provide 
authority that not all Council can have.  There needs to be changes with a public interest in 



aligning for what is proposed, and Law could not find any with these proposed changes.  There 
could be a public interest by saying anyone considered for leadership has to serve for one year, 
and that would apply to everyone.  The public interest would be that you will have an opportunity 
to understand the workings of the council.  The other issues of concern with Ms. McIntyre was 
the change to Committee chair assignments, which the opinion of Law is that that is given to per 
charter and rules, so that would be challenged.  All Council Members have an equal standing.  
Council Member Yorko noted that the Charter speaks to what is provided in leadership meeting 
and committees.  Ms. McIntyre an option would be a charter amendment, where Council can 
hear from the public, but she did not recommended Charter amendments such as that, because 
there is no public interest argument in that.  The Rule 47 regarding mailing was a separate 
request and case by case, so Ms. McIntyre stated it was difficult to say what a City purpose is.  
Ms. McIntyre noted that Law can release an option on the first two issues, and can look at the 
Legislative Rules on mailings, but also recommended Council ask for the City Clerk opinion 
since he is knowledgeable on election law.  This can be reported out to the 2016 Committee 
members. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER WASHINGTON TO PLACE THE COUNCIL RULE 
CHANGES ON THE COUNCIL AGENDA REMOVING THE ITEMS ON MAILINGS AND 
CHANGING LEADERSHIP CHANGES FROM TWO YEARS TO ONE YEAR.  THEN ACTION 
TO TAKE PLACE AT THE COUNCIL MEETING IN JANUARY, 2016.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
 
Adjourned at 4:54 p.m. 
Submitted by, Sherrie Boak, Recording Secretary  
Lansing City Council 
Approved by the Committee on __________________ 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 
RICK SNYDER 

GOVERNOR 
DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 

LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 
ANDREW J. DELONEY 

CHAIRPERSON 

MIKE ZIMMER 
DIRECTOR 

LARA is an equal opportunity employer/program.   
Auxiliary aids, services and other reasonable accommodations are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 

525 W. ALLEGAN ST. • P.O. BOX 30005 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909 • www.michigan.gov/lcc • (866) 813-0011 

December 11, 2015 

City of Lansing 
Attn:  Clerk 
city.clerk@lansingmi.gov 

The purpose of this letter is to notify this local legislative body that the Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission has received an application for a license, as follows: 

Request ID#: 814815 

Transfer ownership of LICENSE TYPE:  Transfer ownership escrowed 2015 Class C license with 
Sunday Sales Permit (AM) and (PM) from Pro-Bowl, Inc., with license to remain in escrow 

Name of applicant(s): REO Entertainment Group LLC 

Business address and phone:   2122 N Martin Luther King Jr, Lansing 48906 

Home address and phone number of partner(s)/subordinates: 
Marc Curtis, 2843 E. Grand River #114, East Lansing, MI 48823   517.599.9122 

Under administrative rule R 436.1105, the Commission shall consider the opinions of the local residents, 
local legislative body, or local law enforcement agency with regard to the proposed business when 
determining whether an applicant may be issued a license or permit.  Since this request is a transfer 
under MCL 436.1529(1), approval of the local unit of government is not required. 

Under administrative rule R 436.1003, the licensee shall comply with all state and local building, 
plumbing, zoning, sanitation, and health laws, rules, and ordinances as determined by the state and local 
law enforcements officials who have jurisdiction over the licensee.  The licensee must obtain all other 
required state and local licenses, permits, and approvals before using this license for the sale of alcoholic 
liquor. 

Approval of this license by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission does not waive any of these 
requirements. 

MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION 
Retail Licensing Division 
(866) 813-0011 

XV.  B. 4.

http://www.michigan.gov/lcc
mailto:city.clerk@lansingmi.gov






BY THE COMMITTEE ON GENERAL SERVICES 
RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LANSING 

WHEREAS, the Committee General Services (the “Committee”) met to consider 
revision to the City Council Rules (the Rules), last amended December 8, 2014; and 

WHEREAS, many governing boards have rules to ensure a rotation in leadership, the 
cultivation of new leadership, and the promotion of experienced membership into 
leadership positions; and 

WHEREAS, members of the Lansing City Council seek to shift a greater portion of their 
time and energy to issues pertaining to Lansing residents by simplifying and 
streamlining the President and vice President selection process by adding rules to 
reflect a desire for rotational and experienced leadership. 

WHEREAS, ON DECEMBER 8, 2015, THE COMMITTEE FINALIZED ITS REVIEW OF 
PROPOSED REVISION TO THE RULES, SPECIFICALLY RULE 3, INTENDED TO 
PROVIDE RULES FOR THE SELECTION OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT AND VICE 
PRESIDENT. 

Whereas, other technical (number corrections) changes are made; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Rule 16 of the current Rules, the Committee “reviews and 
prepares amendments or revisions to Council Rules”; and 

WHEREAS, the Committee has recommended proposed revisions to the City Council; 
and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Rule 41 of the current Rules, the proposed revisions shall be 
placed on the Agenda for Council receipt and review, but “shall not be considered for 
adoption sooner than the next Council meeting”; and 

WHEREAS, the Committee’s recommended revisions were placed on the Council 
Agenda for receipt at the December 14, 2015 Council meeting and considered for 
adoption at the January 11, 2016 Council meeting. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council hereby adopts the City 
Council Rules as amended, which are fully set forth below. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council Rules, as amended pursuant to this 
Resolution, shall be kept on file in the Office of the City Clerk, and the City Clerk shall 
make copies thereof available to City Council, the Administration, and the public. 

[26818:6:20151210:124931]1 
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LANSING CITY COUNCIL RULES 

(As amended on _____________, 2016) 

Rule 1. Sessions of Council. Regular meetings of Council, unless otherwise set forth 
by resolution of City Council, shall be held on Monday evenings of each week at a time, 
place and date to be set by resolution of Council. Special meetings may be called as 
provided in Section 3-202 of the City Charter. 

Rule 2. Quorum; Attendance; Call of Council. Five members of Council shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but a lesser number may compel 
the attendance of absentees or adjourn any meeting or hearing until a later date. 

No Council member shall absent himself or herself from the Council meeting without 
first having obtained leave from the Presiding Officer. The Presiding Officer may revoke 
leaves of absence at any time. 

A call of Council may be ordered by the majority of Council Members present, whether a 
quorum or not, and in pursuance thereof, the Chief of Police, or any other person duly 
authorized by a majority of the Council Members present and voting, may be dispatched 
for, and take into custody and bring before Council any Council Members absent 
without leave. 

PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT—POWERS AND DUTIES 

Rule 3. Presiding at Sessions. The President of Council shall preside over all 
sessions of Council, or, in his or her absence, the Vice President shall preside. If both 
the President and Vice President are temporarily absent, then the most recent past 
President shall preside as Acting President. THE FOLLOWING RULES APPLY TO THE 
SELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT: 

1. IN ORDER TO BE ELIGIBLE TO BE SELECTED FOR THE POSITION
OF CITY COUNCIL PRESIDENT OR VICE PRESIDENT, A MEMBER
MUST HAVE SERVED ON THE CITY COUNCIL FOR ONE YEAR.

Rule 4. Appointment of Committee Members; Creation of Ad-Hoc Committees. 
The President shall appoint all Council Members to the standing committees, any 
Council Ad-Hoc Advisory Committee and to any outside agency (see Section 3-102.6 of 
the City Charter). The President shall appoint the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of 
each standing committee and any ad-hoc advisory committee. Each standing committee 
of City Council shall consist of three Council Members. The President may, at his or her 
discretion, create or discharge any ad-hoc advisory committees. 

Rule 5. Staff Operations. The President of Council shall be responsible for Council 
staff operations. The President may, at any time, delegate in writing the responsibility 
for Council staff operations to the Vice President. In the event there is no President, the 

[26818:6:20151210:124931]2 



most recent past President of council serving shall be responsible for staff operations. In 
the event there is no President or past President of council serving, then Council is 
responsible for staff operations. 

THE CLERK'S DUTIES 

Rule 6. Calling the Roll and Noting Absentees. The Clerk, or his or her Deputy Clerk, 
shall call the roll at the opening of each meeting of Council and announce whether or 
not a quorum is present. He or she shall announce the names of the Council Members 
absent and enter the names of all absentees upon the record of proceedings. 

Rule 7. Notice by the Clerk. The Clerk shall give notice, in writing, to committees, 
members of Council and City Officers concerning the agenda items which have been 
referred to them by City Council. 

Rule 8. Preparation of Agenda. The Clerk's office shall prepare and provide copies of 
packets to Council and the Mayor of an agenda of business to be considered at each 
regularly scheduled Council meeting and any special meetings of City Council. No item 
of business shall be placed on the agenda for a regular meeting of Council unless the 
original document, annotated with such approvals as may be required, has been 
presented for filing in the office of the Clerk by 4:00 p.m. on the Thursday immediately 
preceding the day of the Council meeting. The agenda for each such meeting shall be 
posted in the lobby of City Hall and Council Chambers not later than eighteen hours 
prior to the time of each such meeting, and at such other places as Council may deem 
appropriate. 

Rule 9. Items Upon Agenda; Designated Items for Action. Any item of business not 
placed upon the Council agenda in accordance with the terms of Section 3-103.2 of the 
City Charter and the provisions of these Rules shall not be considered at any meeting of 
Council, unless this Rule is suspended by the affirmative vote of six members of 
Council. Individual Council Members or committees may sponsor resolutions or 
ordinances (except initiatives and referendums presented by the citizenry) and place 
them on the Council agenda. 

Resolutions may be sponsored by the Committee of the Whole if placed on the Council 
agenda by the President, or, in the President's absence, the Vice President, or by any 
four Council Members when their names are typed at the top of each resolution so 
sponsored. Committee reports may be sponsored and placed on the Council agenda by 
Committee Chairpersons or by any two members of the appropriate committees. Any 
committee report can be removed from the Council agenda at the Committee 
Chairperson's discretion. City Council staff shall inform the Clerk's office of those items 
upon which action is to occur at the Council meeting. The Clerk's office shall be 
responsible for designating those items which are on the Council agenda for action. 
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Rule 10. Consent Agenda. In preparing the agenda, the Clerk's office shall place all 
Legislative Matters, except for those requiring more than five votes or a roll call vote, on 
the Consent Agenda. 

All Legislative Matters on the Consent Agenda may be acted upon in one vote; 
provided, however, that any Council member may identify specific items that are not to 
be included in the single Consent Agenda vote, but which are to be discussed and 
voted upon separately. These items shall be removed from the Consent Agenda. Items 
removed from the Consent Agenda are to be considered as part of the regular portion of 
the meeting to which they relate. 

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 

Rule 11. Powers and Duties. A police officer shall be present at all meetings of 
Council. The police officer shall be under the direction of the Presiding Officer, shall 
serve as security and as Sergeant-at-Arms of Council and shall have general charge 
and supervision of the Council Chambers, Council member offices, committee rooms, 
Council staff offices and work areas and all connecting hallways and passages. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Rule 12. Speaking. When a Council member desires to speak, he or she shall first 
address the Chair. Debate shall be governed by Mason's Manual of Legislative 
Procedure, except where superseded by these Rules. When the Presiding Officer 
desires to speak on any agenda item identified as an action item, he or she shall turn 
over the Chair to the Vice Chair. 

Rule 13. Compulsory Vote; Conflict of Interest. Each member of the Council shall 
vote on each question before the Council for a determination, unless excused therefrom 
by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members serving, except that no member 
shall vote on any question upon which that member has a conflict of interest or a 
financial interest other than as a citizen of the City. If a conflict of interest question is 
raised under this section at any Council meeting, such question shall be determined by 
a majority those Council Members present and qualified to vote before the main 
question shall be voted on, but the Council member affected shall not vote on such 
determination. 

Rule 14. Important Items; Vote Requested. Any matter of business requiring the vote 
of more than five members of Council, which is defeated at a meeting at which all 
members of Council are not present, may be reconsidered at either of the first two 
meetings thereafter. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
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Rule 15. Generally. The order of business of the City Council shall be on a printed 
agenda prepared by the City Clerk. The order of business for Council meetings shall be 
as follows: 
 

1. Roll Call; 
 
2. Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance; 
 
3. Reading and approval of printed Council Proceedings; 
 
4. Consideration of Late Items (Late items are to be considered as part of the 
regular portion of the meeting to which they relate); 
 
5. Tabled Items, if any (Tabled items are to be considered as part of the regular 
portion of the meeting to which they relate); 
 
6. Special Ceremonies; 
 
7. Comments by Council Members and City Clerk; 
 
8. Community Event Announcements (Time, Place, Purpose, or Definition of 
Event—one minute); 
 
9. Speaker registration for public comment on Legislative Matters; 
 
The Clerk or his or her designee will announce that the public comment 
registration form(s) for those intending to address Council on legislative matters 
will be collected; 
 
10. Mayor's Comments; 
 
11. Show Cause Hearings; 
 
Only persons who have received notice from the City as an interested party, or 
the interested party's agent with written permission, may speak on the agenda 
item which is the subject of a show cause hearing, for up to a total of three 
minutes. 
 
12. Public Comment on Legislative Matters; 
 
Comment on legislative matters consists of the following items as listed on the 
agenda: Public Hearings (other than show cause hearings), Consent Agenda 
Items, Resolutions, Ordinances for Introduction, and Ordinances for Passage. 
 
Each member of the public who has registered to speak will have up to a total of 
three minutes to address Council on legislative matters. The Presiding Officer 
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may reduce the amount of time allowed for each speaker if he or she determined 
that the number of registered speakers is so numerous that the meeting cannot 
be timely concluded without a reduction in the time allocated for each speaker. 

13. Council Consideration of Legislative Matters;

Council will consider its agenda and legislative matters in the following order: 

a) Referral of Public Hearings;

b) Consent Agenda;

c) Resolutions for Action;

d) Reports from Council Committees;

e) Ordinances for Introduction and Setting of Public Hearings;

f) Ordinances for Passage.

14. Speaker Registration for Public Comment on City Government Related
Matters; 

The Clerk or his or her designee will announce that the public comment 
registration form(s) for those intending to address council on City Government 
Related Matters will be collected; 

15. Reports from City Officers or Boards and Commissions, Communications,
Petitions, and other City Government Related Matters. 

16. Motion of Excused Absence;

17. Remarks by Council Members;

18. Remarks by the Mayor or Executive Assistant;

19. Public Comment on City Government Related Matters;

Each member of the public who has registered to speak will have up to a total of 
three minutes to address Council on City Government Related Matters that 
concern them. A City Government Related Matter is an issue or topic relevant to 
the operation or governance of the City. The Presiding Officer may reduce the 
amount of time for each speaker if he or she determines that the number of 
registered speakers is so numerous that the meeting cannot be timely concluded 
without a reduction in the time allocated for each speaker. 
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20. Adjournment.

Rule 16. Standing Committees. The standing committees of Council and their 
functions are as follows: 

Committee of the Whole: This Committee is comprised of all Council members 
and reviews matters assigned or referred to the Committee of the Whole by the 
Council President. 

The Council President shall serve as Chair of the Committee, and the Council 
Vice President shall service as Vice-Chair of the Committee. 

Development and Planning. Reviews economic development matters, E.D.C. 
projects and the five-year plan covering development goals, policies, services 
and overall direction; reviews all matters having to do with land use, including 
zoning, plats and historical designations; reviews proposed modifications to the 
Master Plan; reviews acquisition and disposition of public property; and reviews 
changes to C.D.B.G. programming. 

General Services. Reviews licensing and regulation matters, personnel matters 
and human services; reviews matters pertaining to the arts, cultural and 
community-wide activities, special events and leisure time programs; has general 
oversight of City government operations (except those more specifically covered 
by another standing committee); reviews and prepares amendments or revisions 
to Council Rules; and develops policies that would turn over routine matters to 
the Administration wherever possible. 

Intergovernmental Relations. Represents Council in outreach efforts to 
improve working relationship with other political entities, with regional agencies 
and, internally, with such bodies as the Board of Water and Light, the Housing 
Commission, and the Entertainment and Public Facilities Authority. Its primary 
charge is to lead in the exploration of intergovernmental cooperation, toward 
provision of needed services in the best manner by the most appropriate 
jurisdiction with the least duplication of effort, to include specific emphasis on 
achieving a regional approach to various issues. 

Public Safety. Reviews service levels and issues related to public safety, 
including police, fire, ambulance, emergency services, traffic environment and 
the building inspection program. 

Public Services. Reviews all matters pertaining to wastewater treatment, sewer 
and street needs, long range infrastructure and parks and recreation needs and 
development and the Municipal parking system, including parking enforcement 
and policies. 
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Ways and Means. Reviews all proposed modifications to the City's annual 
Budget and program audits prepared by the Internal Auditor, the City's short-
range and long-range financial condition, workforce needs for City operations 
and financial impact statements developed on proposed actions; and reviews 
and develops policy recommendations on City financial and budget matters. 

Council Personnel. This Committee shall be comprised of four members and 
shall include the Council President, the Council Vice President, one at-large 
Councilperson, and one ward Councilperson. The Council Vice President shall 
serve as Chair of the Committee and the Council President shall serve as Vice-
Chair of the Committee. 

The Committee on Council Personnel shall consider, study and recommend with 
respect to the following Council staff matters: Recruitment; selection; discipline; 
performance evaluations; job descriptions; policy and procedure manual 
development; any other personnel matter referred to it by the Council. 

Except as may otherwise be provided herein, the President shall appoint a Chairperson 
and Vice Chairperson of each standing committee. In the temporary absence of the 
Chairperson, the Vice Chairperson shall act as Chairperson. The standing committees' 
functions shall be reviewed by the Council President and shall be adopted by resolution 
of Council during January of each year. 

Rule 17. Duties of Committees; Quorum; Discharge of Committees. All committees 
appointed by Council shall thoroughly investigate such matters as are referred to them 
and report their findings in a timely manner. 

All committees appointed by Council, other than standing committees, shall have a fixed 
term of life and shall expire at such times unless extended by a majority vote of Council. 

A quorum of a committee shall be a majority of the committee members serving. 

A committee shall be discharged of any matter referred to it by an affirmative vote of 
two-thirds of the Council Members at the Committee of the Whole or City Council 
meeting. 

No Council Committee, Ad-Hoc or Standing, shall meet during a session of Council 
unless prior permission has been granted by Council. Any Council Committee, Ad-Hoc, 
Standing or Committee of the Whole, shall follow these Rules and Mason's Manual of 
Legislative Procedure whenever applicable. Every Committee, Standing or Ad-Hoc, 
shall provide an opportunity for the public to speak on items designated for action by the 
Committee. The Chairperson of each Committee, Standing or Ad-Hoc, shall be 
responsible for setting and enforcing the rules governing public comment at his or her 
Committee. 
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Rule 18. Rules of Decorum for Meetings. The Presiding Officer shall conduct Council 
meetings in an orderly manner. Members of Council and others in attendance shall 
obey directions of the Presiding Officer. Citizens and others attending Council meetings 
may address Council as specified in this Rule and Rule 1415. Speakers will be 
requested to print their name, address, and the topic to be addressed on the 
appropriate registration form (Legislative or City Government Related Matters). The 
forms will be used to call speakers to the podium, allow Council Members to determine 
if the speaker is from his or her Ward, and to assist in the accuracy of recording Council 
Proceedings. 

Council meetings are business meetings. Their purpose is to conduct the City's 
business. Public speaking at the Council meeting is to provide citizens the opportunity 
to be heard, express their views, and inform the Council and the Administration. In no 
case is the opportunity of a citizen to speak to be in the nature of a debate and neither 
the Council nor the Administration is under any obligation to respond specifically to any 
speaker. All remarks shall be addressed to the Council, the Mayor, and Administration 
representatives through the Presiding Officer. Individual Council Members, the Mayor, 
or representatives of the Administration present shall address the Presiding Officer for 
permission to inquire of speakers or members of the audience whenever he or she 
deems that such an inquiry may be helpful to City business. 

No speaker called upon to speak shall by speech or conduct disturb, disrupt, delay, 
interfere with, or otherwise impede the orderly conduct of the Council meeting. 
Speakers shall adhere to the time limits established by these Rules and the Presiding 
Officer. Extension of a speaker's time limit is permissible at the discretion of the 
Presiding Officer; or on a motion of a Council member, by affirmative vote of two-thirds 
of the Council Members serving. 

No person in the audience at a Council meeting shall engage in speech or conduct 
which disturbs, disrupts, delays, interferes with or otherwise impedes the orderly 
conduct of the Council meeting, including, but not limited to whistling, stomping, 
clapping other than during special ceremonies, interrupting a speaker, or heckling. 

The Presiding Officer may rule any member of the public who is a speaker, meeting 
attendee, or audience member out of order for failing to follow Council's Rules or the 
Presiding Officer's directions, and may take whatever action is necessary to restore 
order to the meeting. 

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCES 

Rule 19. Introduction; Consideration. Ordinances may be introduced by Council 
Members at any regular meeting of Council in the regular order of business. All 
ordinances must be in writing and shall be approved as to form and section numbers by 
the City Attorney. 

The regular order for consideration of ordinance proposals shall be: 
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1) Introduction, first reading by title;

2) Referral to the appropriate committee;

3) Public hearing on the ordinance scheduled by Council, which hearing shall be
scheduled to be held not sooner than five days after notice of the hearing is 
posted on City bulletin boards; and 

4) Second reading by title and passage.

These four steps shall take place in not less than two regular meetings of Council. This 
Rule shall not be suspended except by the affirmative vote of six Council Members. 

Rule 20. Manner of Introduction; Form. In each ordinance amending an existing 
ordinance, changes or new matter shall be placed in capital type, and matter which has 
been omitted shall be indicated by printing in stricken through type. Every ordinance 
shall have endorsed thereon the name of the Council member introducing it. In the 
drafting of proposed ordinances, the lines on each page shall be numbered 
consecutively. The City Clerk's office shall meet reasonable requests for copies. They 
shall not be printed in Official Proceedings of the City Council of the City of Lansing until 
they are finally enacted. 

Rule 21. First Reading, Referral and Report. All ordinances, on introduction, shall be 
read by title and shall be referred to the appropriate committee. 

Rule 22. Readings. Every ordinance shall receive two readings by title previous to its 
being passed, and no ordinance shall be amended or committed until it has been read 
by title once. 

Rule 23. Amendment at Final Reading. A vote of five Council Members is required to 
adopt any amendment at the second reading of any ordinance recommended for 
passage. 

Rule 24. Commitment Before Final Passage. It shall be in order at any time before 
the final passage of any ordinance to move its commitment or recommitment. 

Rule 25. Final Vote; Publication. On final passage of all ordinances, the vote shall be 
taken by yeas and nays and entered upon the record of proceedings. No ordinance 
shall be declared passed unless five or more Council Members have voted therefor. 
Upon passage, all ordinances shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation 
within the City with notice of their passage. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
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Rule 26. Chairperson of Committee. When Council resolves itself into a Committee of 
the Whole, the President shall preside, except that in his or her absence, the Vice 
President shall preside. In the absence of both the President and the Vice President, 
the most recent past President of Council shall preside. 
 
Rule 27. Rules in Committee. The Rules of Council shall be observed in the 
Committee of the Whole except for limiting debate and moving to vote immediately. A 
motion that the Committee rise shall always be in order and shall be decided without 
debate. Motions recommending action by Council shall take precedence in the same 
order as analogous motions in Council. A motion to reconsider shall be in order in the 
Committee of the Whole. 
 

MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 
 

Rule 28. Statement; Reduction to Writing; Withdrawal. No motion or resolution shall 
be adopted until stated by the Chair. A motion shall be reduced to writing if required by 
any Council member, and, when presented in writing, shall be read by the Clerk before 
the same shall be open to debate. A resolution shall always be reduced to writing before 
being adopted. A request by any Council member for a reasonable recess to reduce a 
motion or resolution to writing shall always be in order and shall be granted. Any motion 
or resolution may be withdrawn by the sponsor at any time before decision or 
amendment. 
 
Rule 29. Precedence of Motions. When a question is under debate, no motion shall be 
received except: 
 

1) To adjourn; 
 
2) To take a recess; 
 
3) To lay on the table; 
 
4) Call to question; 
 
5) To postpone to a day certain; 
 
6) To refer or re-refer; 
 
7) To amend; or 
 
8) To postpone indefinitely. 
 

Such motions shall take precedence in the order in which they appear above. 
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Rule 30. Motion to Adjourn; Nondebatable Motions. A motion to adjourn shall always 
be in order. A motion to adjourn, to recess, to lay upon the table or to vote immediately, 
and all questions relating to the priority of business, shall be decided without debate. 

Rule 31. Motion to Lay on the Table. A decision to lay upon the table shall carry with it 
all questions to which it is attached, except in the case of laying an appeal (as explained 
in Rule 4039) on the table. 

Rule 32. Indefinite Postponement. A motion to postpone indefinitely the further 
consideration of any ordinance, motion, resolution or other matter shall require the votes 
of five Council Members to carry it, and the vote upon such a motion shall not be 
reconsidered. A motion to lay on the table, or a motion to reconsider the vote by which 
any ordinance, motion or resolution has failed to pass Council, if agreed to, shall have 
the effect of postponing indefinitely the consideration hereof, and shall require the votes 
of five Council Members to carry it. 

Rule 33. Reconsideration. When a question has been once decided, it shall be in 
order for any Council member to move the reconsideration thereof, but no motion for 
reconsideration shall be in order unless made on the same day the vote was taken, or 
at the next regular meeting of Council. No question shall be reconsidered more than 
once. A motion to reconsider the vote by which any ordinance, motion or resolution has 
passed Council shall require the votes of five Council Members to carry it. 

Rule 34. Effect of Tabling Motion to Reconsider. It shall not be in order to take from 
the table a motion to reconsider, nor shall the vote whereby any motion to reconsider 
was laid on the table be reconsidered. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Rule 35. Division of Question. Any Council member may call for a division of any 
pending question, which shall be divided if it comprehends propositions so distinct that if 
one is taken away, a substantive proposition shall remain. 

Rule 36. Roll Call Vote. The affirmative and negative votes shall be taken and 
recorded on all ordinances, and whenever requested by one or more Council Members, 
on any other matter. 

Rule 37. Other Business Cannot Interrupt Roll Call. When the yeas and nays are 
demanded upon any question, and after the question is stated by the Chair, the Clerk is 
directed to call the roll. After the first vote is given, no Council member shall be entitled 
to speak on the question, nor shall any motion be in order until such roll call is 
completed and the result declared. 

Rule 38. Appeals. Any Council member may appeal from any decision of the Chair. On 
all appeals the question shall be: "shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment 
of Council?" Appeals shall be debatable except when Council is under operation of the 
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order to vote immediately, or when the decision appealed from relates to the priority of 
business. 

Rule 39. Laying Appeal Upon the Table. Any appeal may be laid upon the table, but it 
shall not carry with it the subject matter before Council at the time such appeal is taken. 

Rule 40. Suspension of Rules. Any Rule may be suspended by a vote of six Council 
Members. 

Rule 41. Amendment; Repeal and Re-Adoption of Rules. A motion to amend or 
repeal any Council Rule shall require the votes of five Council Members. These Rules 
may be revised or amended and re-adopted by Council as it deems appropriate. A 
motion made under this Rule shall not be considered for adoption sooner than the next 
Council meeting. 

Rule 42. Parliamentary Practice. The rules of parliamentary practice comprised in 
Mason's Manual of Legislative Procedure shall govern in all cases in which they are not 
inconsistent with the standing Rules and orders of Council or the City Charter during all 
meetings of Council and its committees and committees appointed by Council. 

Rule 43. Closed Sessions. Council may meet in Closed Session pursuant to and 
consistent with the Michigan Open Meetings Act. 

A closed session may be requested by the Mayor, the President or any two Council 
Members at any regular or special meeting. The person requesting a closed session 
shall state the purpose of such session. The stated purpose of the closed session shall 
constitute the only agenda item(s) for the closed session. 

Whenever Council enters a closed session in the tenth floor Conference Room of City 
Hall, all persons not required for the closed session shall immediately leave the 
Conference Room and clear adjacent areas. The Council lobby shall be the nearest 
congregating area for those waiting to re-enter the meeting upon completion of the 
closed session when the closed session is held in the tenth floor Conference Room of 
City Hall. 

Rule 44. Council Parking. Each member of Council shall have a permanently assigned 
parking space in the basement of City Hall. These parking bays shall be nonassignable 
and shall be used exclusively by the Council Members unless prior approval has been 
given by that Council member. 

Rule 45. Compensation of Judges. If Council is requested or desires to appropriate 
money for the purpose of increasing the salary level of the Judges of the 54-A District 
Court, before action is taken thereon, the President of Council shall appoint an Ad-Hoc 
Citizens Advisory Committee of five members, which Committee shall examine the 
Judges' salaries and any proposals to raise them and recommend to Council what, if 
any, increase is appropriate. Council shall consider the recommendation of the 
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Committee in determining what, if any, increase in the Judges' salaries should be 
granted. 

Rule 46. Physical Presence Required. A member of Council must be physically 
present at any Council meeting, any Committee of the Whole meeting, any standing 
Council meeting or any special Ad-Hoc Council meeting, in order to vote or be counted 
as part of a quorum. 
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