
                                      
AGENDA 

Committee on Development and Planning 
Thursday, January 14, 2016 @ 3:30 p.m. 
10th Floor Conference Room, City Hall 

 
Councilmember Jody Washington, Chair  
Councilmember Jessica Yorko, Vice Chair  
Councilmember Judi Brown Clarke, Member  
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Public Comment on Agenda Items 
 

3. Minutes 
 

 December 14, 2015 

 December 16, 2015 
 

4. Discussion/Action: 
A.) RESOLUTION – Set Public Hearing; Z-6-2015; 203 S Clippert Street; Rezoning 

from “A” Residential to “E-1” Apartment Shop District; Ferguson/Continental 
Lansing, LLC 
 

B.) RESOLUTION – Set Public Hearing; SLU-6-2015; Parking Lot at 830/836 E Jolly 
Road; Community Mental Health Authority 
 

C.) RESOLUTION – Set Public Hearing; SLU-7-2015; Parking Lot at 1434 E. Jolly 
Road; Stiles Landscaping 

 
 

5) Other 
 

6) Adjourn 





 

 
MINUTES 

Committee on Development and Planning 
Thursday, January 14, 2016 @ 3:30 p.m. 
10th Floor Conference Room, City Hall 

 
CALL TO ORDER   
The meeting was called to order at 3:35 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Member Jody Washington, Chair 
Council Member Jessica Yorko, Vice Chair arrived at 3:38 p.m. 

Councilmember Judi Brown Clarke, Member 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Council Member Carol Wood 
Susan Stachowiak, Planning and Neighborhood Development 
Robert Burke, City Attorney 
Mary Ann Prince 
Christopher Stralkowski, Ferguson 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
 
MINUTES 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER BROWN CLARKE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM 
DECEMBER 14, 2015 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER BROWN CLARKE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM 
DECEMBER 16, 2015 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 2-0. 
 
DISCUSSION/ACTION 
RESOLUTION – Set Public Hearing; Z-6-2015; 203 S Clippert Street; Rezoning from “A” 
Residential to “E-1” Apartment Shop District; Ferguson/Continental Lansing, LLC 
Ms. Stachowiak noted it was he former Red Cedar Golf Course with no current specific 
development proposal at this time.  The rezoning is called for in the Master Plan and was the 
same zoning recently granted to SkyVue across Michigan Avenue.  The rezoning will give them 
maximum density and 100’ in height.  It was clarified that the rezoning request is not for the 
entire red cedar property, just the north approximate 35 acres.  The line separating it is the line 
of the flood way.  The entire property is in the 100 year flood plain, and therefore will need a 



 

SLU when there is a development project, and it was noted they cannot construct residential in 
the flood way per FEMA.  The Committee reviewed the maps. 
 
Council Member Wood reviewed another development (SkyVue) and there are differences in 
ownership documents.  Ms. Stachowiak could not explain the differences.  Mr. Burke stated he 
could research the property, but in some cases there are multiple entities.  Council Member 
Washington asked that the information be provided at the Committee meeting on February 11, 
2016. 
 
Mr. Stralhowski representing Ferguson assured the Committee they have been working with 
LEAP, DEQ, the City and the Drain Commissioner’s office.  He then briefly detailed the 
topography and how things must be constructed with a plinth which is a parking structure and 
water storage apparat ice on the ground and the first level will be 8’ 32” high..  He again assured 
the Committee it will meet all requirements placed on it by the City, Brownfields, MEDC, etc.  
The project received approval on January 4, 2016 from the DEQ. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER YORKO TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO SET THE 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR FEBRUARY 22, 2016.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
RESOLUTION – Set Public Hearing; SLU-6-2015; Parking Lot at 830/836 E Jolly Road; 
Community Mental Health Authority 
Ms. Stachowiak informed the Committee that the building is the Community Mental Health 
Building at 812 E. Jolly, and the parking lot is east of the current driveway to the parking lot.  
The plan shows two homes owned by CMH that will be demolished and made in parking.  
Because they are proposing Residential a SLU is required.  The Planning Board held a public 
hearing, and did not receive any complaints, only one resident that had concerns but were 
addressed at planning board.  One condition being recommended is that lighting is kept low 
voltage and shielded, also landscaping.  Community Mental Health Authority has agreed and 
also agreed to meet with other neighbors.    
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER YORKO TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO SET THE 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR FEBRUARY 22, 2016.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
RESOLUTION – Set Public Hearing; SLU-7-2015; Parking Lot at 1434 E. Jolly Road; Stiles 
Landscaping 
The Committee reviewed the packet on the property which was the former Lansing Gardens.  
They will construction new parking and storage areas. 
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER YORKO TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION TO SET THE 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR FEBRUARY 22, 2016.  
 
Council Member Wood spoke on behalf of Rejuvenating South Lansing and their support of the 
project.   
 
MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Adjourn at 4:11 p.m. 
Submitted by, 
Sherrie Boak, Recording Secretary,   
Lansing City Council 
Approved by the Committee on January 28, 2016 
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MINUTES 

Committee on Development and Planning 
Monday, December 14, 2015 @ 5:00 p.m. 

10th Floor Conference Room, City Hall 
 
CALL TO ORDER   
The meeting was called to order at 5:03 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Member Tina Houghton, Chair 
Council Member Judi Brown Clarke, Vice Chair  
Councilmember Vincent Delgado, Member 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Robert Burke, Assistant City Attorney 
Eric Heller, Snethkamp 
Gabriela Allum, LEAP 
Tony Sasso, Snethkamp 
Dave VanHaaren East Town 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
No Comment 
 
MINUTES 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER DELGADO TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM 
DECEMBER 2, 2015 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
DISCUSSION/ACTION 
RESOLUTION Brownfield Plan #46C-Snethkamp 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER DELGADO TO APPROVE THE BROWNFIELD PLAN 46(C ) 
AMENDMENT FOR SNETHKAMP REDEVELOPMENT.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
RESOLUTION Brownfield Plan #63 East Town Redevelopment Project 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER DELGADO TO APPROVE THE BROWNFIELD PLAN 63 
FOR EAST TOWN REDEVELOPMENT.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Adjourn at 5:05 p.m. 
Submitted by, 
Sherrie Boak, Recording Secretary,   
Lansing City Council 
Approved by the Committee on_________________   
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MINUTES 

Committee on Development and Planning 
Wednesday, December 16, 2015 @ 8:15 a.m. 

10th Floor Conference Room, City Hall 
 
CALL TO ORDER   
The meeting was called to order at 8:18 a.m.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Council Member Tina Houghton, Chair 
Council Member Judi Brown Clarke, Vice Chair  
Councilmember Vincent Delgado, Member 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Sherrie Boak, Council Staff 
Council Member Washington 
Robert Burke, Assistant City Attorney 
Bill Rieske, Planning & Neighborhood Development 
Karl Dorshimer, LEAP 
Scott Gillespie 
Nancy Mahlow, ENO 
Joan Nelson, Allen Neighborhood 
Robert Johnson, Planning & Neighborhood Development- arrived at 8:46 a.m. left at 9:01 a.m. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
No Comment 
 
MINUTES 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER BROWN CLARKE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM 
DECEMBER 2, 2015 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
DISCUSSION/ACTION 
RESOLUTION – ACT-15-2015; Sale of Parking Lot #24; 2000 Block of E. Michigan Avenue to 
2000 Block LLC 
Ms. Mahlow spoke about a concern with the height of the building and asked the Committee to 
take the surrounding neighborhoods into consideration.  The neighborhood support 3 stories not 
4 stories. 
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Council Member Washington spoke on behalf of her discussions with the neighborhood and 
confirmed she was informed they have no concern, and support the project.  Based on her 
understanding of the parking lot design and barrier should be sufficient. 
 
Ms. Mahlow stated she had an email from the President of the neighborhood association who 
stated they only supported a story building and Council Member Houghton asked her to forward 
the email to Council Staff for the Committee. 
 
Council Member Washington added that the residents would rather see development go up then 
out into the neighborhoods. 
 
Ms. Nelson spoke in support of the project, speaking as a representative of the Allen 
Neighborhood.  Ms. Nelson spoke in support of the recent willingness and response from Mr. 
Gillespie to the neighborhood.  The consensus was the need for design changes, and it was 
evidently done.  It was admitted there was a discussion on the height of the building but she 
supports the proposed 4 stories and agreed with Council Member Washington’s comments. 
 
Mr. Rieske out lined the application for “Setting the Public Hearing” for the sale of property 
under Act-15-2015 which is Parking Lot#24 and two alleys that the City is vacating. Council 
Member Brown Clarke asked about the alley and the notes on the map of “New Road”.  Mr. 
Rieske clarified that it is not a new road, but an existing alley that will be vacated and made part 
of the parking lot for new traffic circulation.  Mr. Gillespie presented a layout of the proposed 
parking lot, which is currently 92 spaces and will increase to 117.  This new lay out will include 
traffic flow and with the new building being flush allow parking behind the building.  Those 
spaces will not be rented or sold to tenants.  Mr. Rieske included information that the fire 
department will have a review of the parking lot for a fire lane. 
 
Council Member Washington asked what the property was appraised at and what the sale price 
was.  Mr. Gillespie stated it was appraised at $75,000 and the two parties agreed to $50,000 
with the condition that it will be completely redone.  This will included new storm drains, 
repaved, new curbing, removal of all barriers, landscape, to name a few with a total cost of 
$220,000- $240,000.  The question was asked if the contractor would use permeable concrete 
and Mr. Gillespie stated he currently has a concern with the life cycle of 5 years.  He is currently 
in discussions with his engineers to consider an underground detention treatment.  ON 
December 18th, 2015 he will be meeting with BWL about the option of burying the utilities from 
the existing poles at the rear of the parking lot.  Council Member Washington asked what his 
plans were for a landscaping barrier for the residents, and Mr. Gillespie stated they had already 
started discussion on a year round buffer. 
 
Council Member Houghton asked if the owner had thought about plans for bike parking, and Mr. 
Gillespie noted that after the last meeting where that was also suggesting he was researching 
inside bike racks for residents that are similar to the example given from Portland, but they are 
also looking at “art” bike racks for visitors.  Council Member Delgado encouraged them to apply 
for the recent LEAP public arts grant fund for up to $10,000 for community.  Mr. Gillespie 
confirmed they had already started discussions.  Council Member Delgado also mentioned a 
recent presentation he saw at a Tri County Regional Planning meeting where there were 
recommendations on aesthetics and landscaping.  He was asked to forward the email to 
Council staff for distribution.  Mr. Gillespie concluded by stating the traffic flow of the parking lot 
will allow for access, maintenance, and access to the current alley from the south of the lot to 
those residents. 
 



DRAFT 

Council Member Houghton spoke in support of the project. 
 
Mr. Johnson spoke in support of the 4-story project and other 4- story developments in the City. 
 
Mr. Gillespie discussed briefly the recently proposed design of the project.  
 
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER BROWN CLARKE TO SET THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR 
ACT-15-2015 FOR THE JANUARY 25, 2016 COUNCIL MEETING.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Purchase Agreement between the City of Lansing and the 2000 Block LLC for Parking Lot #24 
Mr. Burke confirmed he had looked at the purchase agreement, and believed it was the final, 
but would confirm everything is okay with his department.  Mr. Gillespie stated it had gone 
through his attorney and the City Attorney office with some minor language updates.  Council 
Member Delgado asked the applicant to provide the appraisal information and an itemized list of 
improvements to the Council at the time of the hearing. 
 
Mr. Rieske reminded the Committee that the proposed 4-story structure is in compliance with 
the ordinance and overlay district. 
  
MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER DELGADO TO RECEIVE AND PLACE ON FILE THE 
PURCHASE AGREEMENT FOR 2000 BLOCK; PARKING LOT #24.  MOTION CARRIED 3-0. 
 
Adjourn at 9:09 a.m. 
Submitted by, 
Sherrie Boak, Recording Secretary,   
Lansing City Council 
Approved by the Committee on_________________   
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